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 1 
Present Members:  Jennifer Iller, Tim Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Pauline Proch 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Large Group Instruction room at NHS. Chairman Tim Lepore 4 
opened, Pauline Proch made a motion to approve the agenda, Jennifer Iller seconded and it was approved 5 
unanimously. 6 
 7 
Presentations to the Committee 8 
NSTA Conference – Teachers, Tracy Mailloux &  Margaret Davidson 9 
NES Teacher Tracy Mailloux presented the recent trip to Chicago for the National Science Teachers Association 10 
conference.  Both teachers were very enthusiastic about the trip and attended many informational sessions.  Although 11 
not yet adopted, the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) are being considered by states across the nation.  12 
The objective was to look at alignment and incorporate Math and ELA into the Science Curriculum.  Ms. Mailloux 13 
shared that this new content and teaching style is very invigorating, but worries that teachers will be challenged to 14 
teach all the lessons within the current educational time blocks.  The overarching takeaway is to emphasize that 15 
science and engineering involve both knowing and doing and how to develop rich understanding, rather than just 16 
memorize facts.  Science should involve a hands-on approach, making the learning closer to what scientists actually 17 
do.  The planning and the expectations are more rigorous, but more engaging for our students.  She wrapped up her 18 
presentation with her conference gift of two hissing cockroaches, noting they have taken residency in her classroom. 19 
 20 
At this time, Chairman Tim Lepore entertained a gift in the amount of $1,600 from the Girl Band, a group of NHS 21 
ladies who have formed a band in the last four years and who are successfully developing into a well-known local 22 
rock band.  Performing at a fundraiser at The Box on February 13, 2015, along with Steve “Tuna” Tornovish’s band, 23 
the five ladies Grace Bartlett, Julia Campese, Sophie Kuhl, Jessie LeFavre, and Gwen Malcomb raised money to give 24 
to the Music Program in the Nantucket High School.  The School Committee and Dr. John Buckey, NHS Principal, 25 
were thrilled to accept the donation and will vote the acceptance of the gift at the next meeting on April 28, 2015. 26 
 27 
Student Support Services – Director of Special Education, Nancy Miller 28 
Director Nancy Miller gave a brief overview of district staffing which has remained fairly consistent during the last 29 
few years with the exception of adding a full-time ELL TA at the high school and the creation of the Educational 30 
Success Program (ESP) at the high school. Our student population has grown dramatically, especially with ELL 31 
students and providing the TA support has been of great help.  The creation of the alternative program under 32 
Principal Buckey and Andrew Viselli, offers the most challenging students opportunities to thrive inside and outside 33 
the classroom.  This has been a pilot program that is showing great signs of success.  Mrs. Miller noted 34 
supplementary activities offered in support of student services in the three schools have been extensive and age 35 
appropriate; from Signs of Suicide in February and the Kevin Breen Depression presentation in NHS, SOS and PBIS 36 
in CPS and ImprovBoston and Red Ribbon Week in NES.  Outreach continues with PTSM, revitalized by Sergeant 37 
Kevin Marshall and Family & Children Services Director Tess Pearson.  Each school maintains multiple programs 38 
provided by Guidance counselors, School Psychologists, Social Workers, and Behavior Specialists.   39 
 40 
Nantucket Community School MOU with Child Development and Education 41 
Director of Nantucket Community School, Caitlin Waddington, shared a new venture to provide Professional 42 
Development to on-island licensed child care providers.  NCS will hire a coach to provide training and coaching to 43 
the 25 currently licensed facilities and will assist Individual Professional Development Plans.  This MOU is 44 
contingent upon satisfying specific insurance requirements from the Town.   45 
 46 
Comments from the Public 47 
Rich Brannigan hoped to have clarification on an MOU with the Town of Nantucket and the Nantucket Community 48 
School regarding Community Recreational Programming.  He voiced concern with the language, including the 49 
datelines, the fee structure, and the hierarchy of scheduling for using the fields and was acting as a representative of 50 
Youth Soccer.  He feels that Youth soccer, Youth Lacrosse, Nantucket Little League have not been kept abreast nor  51 
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 52 
informed of this MOU. He noted that these community spaces are funded by taxpayers, not the school, and stated he 53 
would like some answers about how this will affect the outside entities.  After some discussion, Superintendent 54 
Cozort pointed out that the Community School was approached by the Town of Nantucket to consider organizing 55 
field use, as the TON was not adequately staffed to do so.  He emphasized this first year would only be a PILOT year 56 
to determine if this arrangement worked well for all concerned.  Town Manager, Libby Gibson, was present and 57 
addressed the committee to further explain that the Town was seeking this arrangement as a way to deal more 58 
efficiently, given the growing needs of the community.  Ms. Waddington introduced Blair Janelle, a new addition to 59 
the NCS core group of staff, with a background in community recreation who will come on board to facilitate the 60 
field use.  Several School Committee members offered that they understood Mr. Brannigan’s concerns.  Mrs. Proch 61 
noted that the NCS work with the Tennis program was evidence that this might be a good collaboration. 62 
 63 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken 64 
NES Annual Museum of Science Trip to Boston, MA May 14-15, 2015 65 
A request was made by NES Principal, Kimberly Kubisch to go on the annual field trip to the Museum of Science in 66 
Boston.  The entire fourth grade attends the overnight and participates in a multitude of activities supporting the 67 
standards in science and music.  A motion to approve the field trip was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by 68 
Pauline Proch and approved by a vote of the committee 69 
 70 
NHS Drama Club Field Trip to Boston, MA  May 29-30, 2015 71 
A request was made by Drama Club advisor Matt Huberman, to go on a trip with the Drama Club students, traveling 72 
overnight to Boston to see two live theatrical performances, Sheer Madness and Blue Man Group.  A motion to 73 
approve the field trip was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jenn Iller and approved by a vote of the committee 74 
 75 
Owner’s Project Manager services for the New Building Project 76 
A request was made by Facilities Director, Diane O’Neill to vote approval to enter into a contract for OPM services: 77 

“On Motion duly made and seconded, it was voted:  Contingent upon full funding, and upon the recommendation of 78 
school administration, to AWARD Strategic Building Solutions, LLC, the ‘Owner Project Manager’ contract in the 79 
amount of $1, 126,000.  Contract duration is estimated to be from February 1, 2015-December 31, 2017.  Further, it 80 
is agreed:  to award up to and including $50,000 for Owner’s Project Manager services received from February 1, 81 
2015 to April 14, 2015.  If full contract funding is not approved by a ballot vote on April 1, 2015 the complete 82 
contract is null and void, except for the deliverables tied to the initial $50,000.” 83 

A motion to approve the contract was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jenn Iller and approved by a vote of 84 
the committee 85 
 86 
Facilities Use Charges 87 
It has been over six years since the facility use charges have been increased.  The proposed new rates are comparable 88 
to districts on the Cape & Islands. A table showed some increases based upon more custodial services, costs of added 89 
air conditioning, and other improvements to our facilities.  A motion to approve the rate increase was made by 90 
Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jenn Iller and approved by a vote of the committee. 91 
 92 
School Choice - It is the policy of the school district not to admit non-resident students as it is not practicable for an 93 
island school.  In adhering to the policy the Superintendent has determined not to participate.  A motion to approve 94 
was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jenn Iller and approved by a vote of the committee. 95 
 96 
MOU with Nantucket Community School & Town of Nantucket - With an amendment made by Melissa Murphy to 97 
extend datelines by making operational use year round and address issues as they arise and not within a specific 98 
timeline, a motion to approve was made by Pauline Proch and seconded by Melissa Murphy and approved by a vote 99 
of the committee.  100 
 101 
 102 
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 103 
Standard Form Commercial Lease with Nantucket Community School & V.T.T.  104 
With the moving of NCS out of the First Way space to make arrangements for the Central Offices, NCS will enter 105 
into a multi-year lease: 106 

“On Motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to authorize school administration to engage in a multi-year 107 
commercial property lease with initial term being May 1, 2015- April 30, 2018, with participation in the lease after 108 
June 30, 2015, contingent upon adequate, subsequent fiscal year School Committee appropriation.” 109 

 110 
Gift Donation from FONPS to CPS in the amount of $17.72 and $2,039.00 111 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your generous gift of the $2,056.72  112 
Jennifer Iller made a motion, which was seconded by Pauline Proch to accept the donation and it was approved by a 113 
vote of the Committee. 114 
 115 
Transfers and Invoices: 116 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jenn Iller.  The motion 117 
was approved by a vote of the Committee. 118 
 119 
March 31, 2015 Meeting Minutes: 120 
A motion to approve was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jennifer Iller, and was approved by a vote of the 121 
Committee. 122 
 123 
Superintendent’s Report–W. Michael Cozort 124 
Enrollment - As we are always watching the enrollment numbers Superintendent Cozort shared we had seven new 125 
students with most of them in the High school.   126 
   127 
On the Horizon – Next meeting will be April 28

th
.  We will have a 3

rd
 quarter Budget update, information regarding 128 

a new and adventurous field trip to China, the FY 2014 End of the Year Financial Audit Report, School Committee 129 
Task Force Assignments. 130 
 131 
Subcommittees & Acknowledgements 132 
Jake Pearl was only present for the last few minutes of the meeting as he was playing in a Lacrosse game, which he 133 
was happy to report, the Whalers handily won.   134 
 135 
Pauline Proch wanted to comment and thank Seth Gottlieb for coordinating the Exchange Program with the 15 136 
French students who spent a week on our island and within our community.  Mrs. Proch had two students and shared 137 
how wonderful it was to have the immersion.  The exchange will be offered in reverse to our students for a trip to 138 
France.  She wanted to thank our community for opening up their arms to allow for so many activities and 139 
opportunities to the visiting students such as the Dreamland, the Whaling Museum, the Ice Rink, Young’s bicycle 140 
and more. 141 
 142 
Melissa Murphy and Jenn Iller wanted to thank the community for participating in the election and noted they 143 
appreciate the opportunity to continue to sit on the School Committee 144 
 145 
Finally, Pauline Proch wanted to publically thank Francie Baskett in NES for inviting her to visit enrichment clusters 146 
representing the Egan Maritime and the Nantucket Lightship.   147 
 148 
At 7:38 p.m., the School Committee adjourned on a motion made by Jenn Iller, seconded by Pauline Proch, and 149 
unanimously approved. 150 
 151 
Respectfully submitted, 152 
Logan O’Connor, School Committee 153 


